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A COMMITMENT TO CHANGING LIVES 
THROUGH THE ROTARY FOUNDATION 

As we near the end of the Rotary year, I wanted to remind you to 
make sure your contributions to the Rotary Foundation are not 
overlooked. We are having a Great Year thanks to your commitment to 
“Changing Lives”. 

I am off to Mexico District 4140 
to initiate a new water project in 
Tototlan, Jalisco followed by 
their District Conference in 
Puerto Vallarta. Stay tuned for 
an article on this trip in next 
month’s newsletter.  

I also wanted to share my appreciation for all those that sent their 
condolences on behalf of Roxanne. It has been a difficult time for me, 
as I am sure you expected. She was my main motivation for doing all I 
do for Rotary. In her honor, I will continue to give my all to 
“Changing Lives” through Rotary. She was proud to be a Rotarian and 
even more proud of all you do on behalf of Rotary. I included more of 
her personal story, as many of you already know of her Rotary 
experiences. 
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Roxanne Hamako Nomura

Roxanne Nomura (Shinoda) was born in Torrance, California and 
was the youngest of six children. She moved to Santa Barbara in 
the mid 1960’s. 

Roxanne graduated from San Marcos High School, where she was 
President  of  the  Usherettes,  and  competed  on  the  Girls  Swim 
Team.   She  then  went  to  Santa  Barbara  City  College  and 
graduated with an Associate of Arts degree in Medical Assisting. 

In 1973, she married her High School sweetheart, Wade Nomura, 
and in 1976 moved to Carpinteria. They have two children; Lisa 

and Ryan, and two grandchildren, Zach and Tyler. 

Roxanne’s professional career in Real Estate stared in 1986, and was awarded the Santa Barbara 
Association’s “Rookie of the Year” for being the top new sales person, and remained in the top 
ten percent each year.  In 2008, Roxanne received the “Distinguished Service Award” for her 
volunteer service to the community, which is the highest award presented to a Realtor by the 
Santa Barbara Association of Realtors.  She also served as the Santa Barbara Fair Housing Chair 
and a member of the Education Committee. 

Roxanne’s involvement with the community included serving on the Santa Barbara Junior Golf 
Tour Board of Directors, the Santa Barbara Athletic Roundtable Board of Directors and inductee 
to their Hall of Fame in 2008 for her Volunteerism in the Community, Past President of the 
Carpinteria  American  Heart  Association  Chapter,  member  of  the  Santa  Barbara  Heart 
Association Board of Directors,  Santa Barbara Japanese American Citizens League Board of 
Directors, UCSB’s Intercollegiate Athletic Policy Board of Directors, and an active member and 
Past  President  of  the  Rotary  Club  of  Carpinteria  Morning.  Roxanne  was  the  first  female 
president of the Carpinteria Morning Rotary Club in 2005-2006,  and received Major Donor 
recognition by the Rotary Foundation.

Roxanne  also  served  as  the  General  Coordinator  with  her  husband  Wade,  for  the  Tomol 
Interpretive Play Area, and was named the 2011 “Carpinterians of the Year” with Wade. 

Roxanne  travelled  around  the  world  with  Wade  on  behalf  of  Rotary,  doing  projects  and 
meetings  in  Mexico,  Belize,  Guatemala,  Honduras,  Chile,  Korea,  Japan,  Thailand,  India, 
Australia, New Zealand, Portugal, England, Denmark, Canada, and many U.S. states. 

Roxanne had a  passion for  service  and loved making people  happy through her  unselfish 
efforts in benefitting others, and was famous for her baking and cookies.
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SATISFACTION + LIFE LESSONS: RC DOWNTOWN SANTA 
BARBARA’S ON-GOING GUATEMALAN SERVICE PROJECT 

Sixteen  people  from the  Rotary  Club  of  Downtown Santa  Barbara,  Rotaract,  and Unity  Church 
recently  returned  from  nine  days  of  service  in  Guatemala.  The  group  partnered  with  Mayan 
Families,  a  non-profit  dedicated  to  educate,  feed,  shelter,  and  heal  indigenous  Guatemalans.  In 
Guatemala, nearly 80% of the indigenous population lives on less than $2 a day and 50% of children 
are chronically malnourished. Additionally, over 3 million Guatemalans lack access to safe drinking 
water. 

The groups were able to raise over $17,000 to assist families 
in  towns  around  Lake  Atitlan.   Throughout  the  week 
they  built  homes,  installed  stoves,  assembled water  filters, 
worked in preschools, and distributed items of need to local 
families.  

Several  members  of  the  group  also  sponsor  nine  children 
year  round.  The sponsorship allows the children to  attend 
school, seek medical care, and have a reliable supply of food. 
Sponsors  were  able  to  connect  with  their  students,  meet 
their families, and deliver items they desperately need. 

“The best part of sponsoring Marta is being able to make a 
difference in her life,” said Terri Eddy who has participated 
in this trip for the last two years. Eddy and her husband Don 
Jack sponsor a young girl that lost both of her parents when 
she was eleven.  Without the help of sponsorship she faced a 
bleak future and would likely have to work in the fields to 
survive rather than go to school. “Marta brings us great joy in 
being able to help such a caring, intelligent, and deserving 
child. When we help others we improve our own happiness 
and mental wellness.”

This year the group worked together to pour concrete floors 
in homes for two sponsored students that previously lived 

with dirt floors. Steve Petersen sponsors Sonia and her family and looks forward to this trip every 
year. “Even though we don't speak the same language verbally we do speak the same language with 
our hearts,” he said as the two beamed and shared a big hug. 

For many in the group, the trip was a refreshing reminder of what’s important in life. "Not only do 
we do great work down here on behalf of Rotary, Unity Church, and Mayan Families, but we also get 
to see what another culture is like,”  said Bill Dutton, director of international projects with Santa 
Barbara Rotary. “And while the Mayan people do need a lot of support, they also show us that life 
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Group members with water filter recipents

Group members with stove recipents
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does not have to have all the complexities like we have in the United 
States. We can live in many different ways and don’t have to have a lot 
of money to feel content.” 

This was the fourth year the Rotary Club of Downtown Santa Barbara 
has participated in this project. The Unity Church has been involved 
for the last two years. Both groups are scheduled to return next year 
and will be seeking donations to continue to implement this important 
work. 

For  more  information  about  Mayan  Families  and  the  work  these 
groups helped implement visit www.mayanfamilies.org. 

For more information contact:  Jenna Driscoll: Santa Barbara Rotaract 
and Downtown Club Liaison, jkdrisco@gmail.com

**The Rotary Club of Downtown Santa Barbara  works to provide service to others, promote integrity, and 
advance  world  understanding,  goodwill,  and  peace  through  its  fellowship  of  business,  professional,  and 
community leaders. http://santabarbararotary.com/ 

**The Unity Church of Santa Barbara is a vibrant, inclusive, spiritual community, inspiring people to realize 
and  express  their  divine  nature.  Core  values  include  love,  abundance,  inclusivity,  spirit-centered,  and 
transformation. http://www.santabarbaraunity.org/ 

**  Mayan  Families  works  to   facilitate  sustainable  development  programs  in  impoverished  communities 
throughout  the  Lake  Atitlán  region  of  rural  Guatemala.  Our  objective  is  to  stimulate  long-term progress 
through  school  sponsorships,  health  initiatives,  vocational  training  and  microfinance,  while  providing 
emergency aid to those in critical need. https://www.mayanfamilies.org/ 

GIVE ME SHELTER: NOW GLOBAL GRANTS CAN HELP  

Clubs and districts can now use global grants to build low-cost shelters and simple schools, under a 
recent policy change that will be in effect through 2019. The construction must be part of a 
comprehensive project related to an area of focus. (Projects that involve construction alone are still 
not eligible for global grants.)

Please note that these structures are limited. Low-cost shelters are intended to provide housing for 
the destitute or homeless. Simple schools provide very modest schools in areas that previously had 
none; they aren’t intended to enhance existing schools. To get started, see the low-cost shelters and 
simple schools guidelines and application appendix.

Send any questions you have to Wade Nomura, wadedg1112@verizon.net 
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Steve Petersen with sponsored 
child and friends

http://www.mayanfamilies.org
http://santabarbararotary.com/
http://www.santabarbaraunity.org/
https://www.mayanfamilies.org/
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/92858183:T9ZMDwbKN:m:1:994923504:D2406C2628EA955B39F54990E6D8DA74:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/92858184:T9ZMDwbKN:m:1:994923504:D2406C2628EA955B39F54990E6D8DA74:r
mailto:wadedg1112@verizon.net
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GLOBAL GRANT FUNDS SIGHT RESTORING SURGERIES IN 
GUANAJUATO, MEXICO  

The Rotary Club of Santa Barbara Sunrise partnered with the Rotary Club of Celaya Nat-Tha-Hi on a 
Rotary  Global  Grant  for  the  purchase  of  a  new ophthalmic 
microscope  and  lens  kits  for  cataract  surgeries,  and  then  a 
four-day surgical clinic was held at Clinica Beatriz Velazco de 
Aleman  in  Celaya,  Guanajuato,  Mexico.  Surgical  Eye 
Expeditions  (SEE)  International,  a  non-profit  humanitarian 
organization that provides medical, surgical and educational 

services, provided volunteer ophthalmic surgeons for the clinic.  Ensuring the sustainability of the 
project, the ophthalmic microscope will be used to train surgeons and medical staff in order to treat 
more patients each year. The cataract operating program is expected to treat between 500 and 2,000 
individuals this year. 

If cataracts are not treated in a timely manner they ultimately may become inoperable. Untreated 
cataracts create grave social and economic distress within the family unit. The affected person loses 
his capacity to participate productively with his family. Individuals receiving timely treatment for 
cataracts  increase  their  annual  productivity 
exponentially.  Patients  treated  within  this  program 
represent the most financially challenged population 
in this region.The surgeries are provided at no cost to 
the  patients.  One  patient  shared  her  sense  of  pride 
because she can now babysit her grandchildren which 
will allow the parent to return to the workforce. 

Volunteer Rotarians performed various activities such 
as transportation, check-in patients, visit with families 
of patients, assist nursing staff with supplies and pre-
operative preparations, and assist surgical staff with 
patients. Additionally, volunteers joined with medical staff and patients for post-surgery follow-up 
examination.

Funding  for  this  project  was  provided  by  a  Global  Grant  from  The 
Rotary Foundation, Rotary Club of Celaya Nat-Tha-Hi, Rotary Club of 
Santa Barbara Sunrise Charitable Foundation, and Rotary International 
Districts 4140 and 5240. 
 
The Rotary Club of  Santa Barbara Sunrise has a  long and successful 
relationship  with  the  Rotary  Club  of  Celaya  Nat-Tha-Hi  and  SEE 
International  collaborating  on  cataract  surgery  missions  for  over  20 
years.
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MONTHLY CONTRIBUTION REPORT
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FOUNDATION BANNER REPORT
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POLIO THIS WEEK AS OF 17 MAY 2017 

Headlines:
• The World Health Assembly (WHA) is meeting next week in Geneva, Switzerland.  Ministers of Health and 

public  health  professionals  from around the  world  will  convene  to  discuss  global  public  health  issues, 
including the global drive to eradicate polio.  Delegates are anticipated to review current status against each 
of the four objectives of the Polio Endgame Plan, including reviewing a report requested by the Executive 
Board (EB) in January 2017 on issues related to transition planning.  The Global Polio Eradication Initiative 
(GPEI) secretariat has prepared a status report, which will inform the discussions by Member States.

Afghanistan:
• No new wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) cases were reported in the past week.   The total number of cases 

for 2017 remains three, and for 2016 remains 13.  The most recent case had onset of paralysis on 21 February, 
from Kunduz province.

Pakistan:
• No new wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) cases were reported in the past week. The total number of WPV1 

cases for 2017 remains two, and for 2016 remains 20.    The most recent case had onset of paralysis on 13 
February, from Diamir district, Gilgit Baltistan.

Lake Chad Basin:
• The  detection  of  wild  poliovirus  type  1  (WPV1)  and  circulating  vaccine-derived  poliovirus  type  2 

(cVDPV2)  in  Nigeria  poses  a  risk  to  the  neighbouring countries  of  the  Lake Chad basin and hence an 
outbreak response plan is being implemented as part of the response to the Nigeria outbreak.
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http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/A70_14.pdf
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D5240 DISTRICT ROTARY FOUNDATION COMMITTEE
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DRFC Chair Wade Nomura wadedg1112@verizon.net

District Grants Subcommitee Chair David Gore davcgor@gmail.com

District Grants Chair Bruce Howard bruce@brucehowardrealtor.com

 District Grants Committee David Saint Amand David_saintamand@yahoo.com

 District Grants Committee Pat Abruzzese pabruzzese@pccinc.com

 District Grants Committee Dante Honorico Dhonorico@aol.com

Global Grants Chair Martin Senn Msenn88@cox.net

Global Grants Committee Jim Bell jimbelldg1516@gmail.com

Global Grants Committee Chas Wilson Rcssprez2010@sbcglobal.net

Global Grants Committee Gerry Porter gporter909@gmail.com

Annual Programs Fund Chair Jane Howard trainerjane46@charter.net

Polio Plus Chair Bob Putney bobanddaunputney@sbcglobal.net

PH Society Chair Frank Ortiz frankortizdg1213@yahoo.com

Endowment Chair Michael Weaver amweaver@pacbell.net

DRF Peace Scholars Advisor Catherine Bonifant catherine.r.bonifant@gmail.com

FAR Region 1 Dan Giordano dgiordano@bak.rr.com

FAR Region 2 BJ Anderson bjdesign2000@aol.com

FAR Region 3 Susan Weaver shweaver@weavergroup.org

FAR Region 4 Jane Howard trainerjane46@charter.net

Document Retention Coordinator Scott Phillips scott@synergyinc.net

DRFC District Newsletter Editor Susan Weaver DRFC5240news@gmail.com

The District 5240 Foundation newsletter is published once a month and issued the 20th of 
the month.  Submission deadline for articles is the 15th of the month.   Submit articles to: 
DRFC5240news@gmail.com 
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