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THE PAUL HARRIS FELLOWSHIP 

February 23 marks the 112th anniversary of Rotary and I wanted to 
share with you how far we have come thanks to you and the Rotary 
Foundation.

Throughout our district  and in each and every club,  we have Paul 
Harris Fellows. As we get closer to the end of this Rotary year, many 
clubs will be recognizing members, friends, family and acquaintances 
with a Paul Harris Fellow. 

This  year  we  are  celebrating  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  Rotary 
Foundation,  but here are some interesting facts  on how the Rotary 
Foundation and Paul Harris influenced the Foundation. In 1956, and 
over the first 40 years from 1917, the Rotary Foundation had acquired 
$493,722.  In 1957,  the Rotary created the Paul Harris Fellow award 
that recognized people that contributed $1000 
to  the  Rotary  Foundation.  This  fund  was 
originally  established  to  fund  “Advanced 
Study”,  which  later  became  known  as  the 
“Ambassadorial  Scholarship”  program. 
Shortly  after  the  implementation  of  this 
award, the Rotary Foundation surpassed the 
$1 million mark. 

In  1969,  at  the  Rotary  International 
Convention in Honolulu, Hawaii, the Rotary 
Foundation  unveiled  the  first  Paul  Harris 
Fellowship  Medallion,  which  was  designed 
and produced by artist Fiju Tsuda, a friend of 
past Rotary Foundation Trustee Kyozo Yuasa. 
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The photo shows a replica of the original medallion along with the first Paul Harris pin, which came 
in after the medallions had gained popularity.  These smaller pins are still available from the Rotary 
Foundation and can be purchased on the Rotary website.  

Sometime before 1984, Rotary even came out with a woman’s version of the medallion and pin, but 
in 1984 the medallions and pins became unisex.

In 2006, the number of Paul Harris Fellows surpassed the 1 million mark. So what does the Paul 
Harris Fellow represent today? 

The Paul Harris Fellow represents a person’s commitment to improving our communities and the 
world through the efforts of the Rotary Foundation by investing in our humanitarian projects. This 
includes eradicating Polio, improving our communities, bringing clean water to millions each year, 
addressing  education,  health,  improving  living  conditions  everywhere,  and  creating  peace  and 
cultural understanding.

Past President Sakuji  Tanaka said it  best with his Rotary International theme of “Peace Through 
Service”. This year Rotary International President John Germ’s theme of “Rotary Serving Humanity” 
can also be represented with the Paul Harris Fellowship pin and all that your contributions have 
made possible.   

PARTNERING WITH OUR SISTER DISTRICT 4140 

  ~Wade Nomura 
I  was  recently  invited to  present  on grant  opportunities  between our  two districts,  this  time in 
Patzcuaro, Michoacan Mexico. The invitation came from the Patzcuaro 2000 club, where I am an 
honorary member, and the Morelia International Club. The event was a District “Breakfast” session, 
where I was the keynote speaker and spoke on how clubs could 
have  better  results  in  soliciting  support  for  projects  in  their 
communities.  The audience included nearly 200 attendees,  the 
District Governor Ricardo Preciado, district staff, and 18 different 
clubs. I presented the same model as in Leon a few months ago; 
creating  package  grants,  written  in  English  with  the  needs 
assessments completed, community project committees already 
established, budgets identified, grant applications ready to go (in 
English),  and  brochures,  power  points  and  materials  visually 
displaying the project sites and needs. 

I was also asked to a “project expo” following the session, 
where  I  went  from  booth  to  booth  and  was  presented 
different projects from 12 different clubs.  Many of them 
were asking for direction on how best to implement these 
projects,  which  were  not  always  eligible  for  Rotary 
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Foundation funding. In these cases, I was able to direct them to different funding opportunities, such 
as government grants, other partnering organizations that focus on the focus of these projects, and 
project models I have seen here in our district and others from around the world. Those that were 
eligible  for  Rotary  Foundation  funding,  will  be  submitted  to  us,  and  will  be  featured  in  our 
newsletter, so stay tuned for future project presentations from D4140. 

One huge benefit I receive from doing these international projects, is reconnecting with people I have 
worked  with  in  the  past.  One  example  of  this  was  reconnecting  with  Bernardo  Ramos,  water 
engineer for the City of Pátzcuaro. Bernardo worked with me on the very first water project I did 
back in 2005. Bernardo went above and beyond his job to make sure our project was initiated and 
successful, working after hours on his own time to ensure this. We worked together on nearly 200 
water projects in that area, and our club made him an honorary member. That was nearly 10 years 
ago, and I have included a photo of him showing the results of our work. The second is a more 
recent photo of him and me (along with the Director of Health of Patzcuaro). With the successes of 
the water systems in these communities, he would like to initiate now the installation of latrines for 
each of the households.

TRF NAMED 2016 OUTSTANDING FOUNDATION!
At the end of 2016, the Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) recognized The 
Rotary Foundation as the World’s Outstanding Foundation. The award honors 
organizations that show philanthropic commitment and leadership through financial 
support, innovation, encouragement of others, and involvement in public affairs.  

Foundation Trustee Chair, Kalyan Banerjee says, “The continued strong support of Rotary members 
will help us keep our promise of a polio-free world for all children and enable the Foundation to carry 
out its mission of advancing world understanding, goodwill, and peace.” 

“While almost everyone is familiar with Rotary, not everyone realizes how much of an impact Rotary 
and The Rotary Foundation have had on people and communities across the globe,” says Jason Lee, 
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Left: Bernard Ramos, 
Water Engineer, 
Pátzcuaro 
O.O.A.P.A.S., 2005 

Right: Wade Nomura, 
Bernard Ramos, and 
Pátzcuaro Health Dept. 
Director América 
Chávez Sánchez, 2015
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APF president and CEO. “All of us are honored to recognize The Rotary Foundation as our 2016 
Outstanding Foundation.”  

You support this winning effort by your annual contributions to TRF, but you can become a real Super 
Hero by continuing to support the great work of The Rotary Foundation beyond your lifetime with a 

gift through your estate plan. There are many ways to make this happen – most 
commonly by making a gift in a will or living trust. The principal of the gift is 
never spent, so a portion of the earnings will always be available for future 
Foundation programs.  

By establishing an endowment with The Rotary Foundation, you will join a 
winning long-term effort dedicated to meeting the world’s vital needs for 
generations to come. Your gift will be safe and put to maximum use to prevent 
disease, promote peace, and advance communities well into the future. 

Become a Superhero whose legacy will continue to help those in need by 
making a bequest to the Endowment Fund of The Rotary Foundation. If you 

have an interest or questions, contact: Mike Weaver, District Endowment Chair, 
amweaver@pacbell.net 

D5240 2017-2018 DDF CLUB ALLOCATIONS FOR DISTRICT GRANTS 
Based on the contributions made over the last three years to the Rotary Foundation by D5240 clubs, 
District Designated Funds (DDF) totaling nearly $140,000 are available for clubs to direct to 
qualifying projects for the 2017-2018 Rotary Year.  If your club is sponsoring or contributing to a 
project and you want to use your DDF allocation, you must let the District know by midnight PST on 
March 31. After that date, DDF will be available to any club per the District Grant Distribution Policy.  
Only clubs that have completed the grant qualification process may sponsor a grant, but any club can 
contribute to a District grant and thereby direct its DDF to a specific project.    

For your convenience, listed below are the the DDF Club Allocations. 

For more information on the District Grant Policy visit http://rotarydistrict5240.org/SitePage/
2017-18-district-grants  
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POLIO THIS WEEK AS OF 15 FEBRUARY 2017
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D5240 DISTRICT ROTARY FOUNDATION COMMITTEE

!9

DRFC Chair Wade Nomura wadedg1112@verizon.net

District Grants Subcommitee Chair David Gore davcgor@gmail.com

District Grants Chair Bruce Howard bruce@brucehowardrealtor.com

 District Grants Committee David Saint Amand David_saintamand@yahoo.com

 District Grants Committee Pat Abruzzese pabruzzese@pccinc.com

 District Grants Committee Dante Honorico Dhonorico@aol.com

Global Grants Chair Martin Senn Msenn88@cox.net

Global Grants Committee Jim Bell jimbelldg1516@gmail.com

Global Grants Committee Chas Wilson Rcssprez2010@sbcglobal.net

Global Grants Committee Gerry Porter gporter909@gmail.com

Annual Programs Fund Chair Jane Howard trainerjane46@charter.net

Polio Plus Chair Bob Putney bobanddaunputney@sbcglobal.net

PH Society Chair Frank Ortiz frankortizdg1213@yahoo.com

Endowment Chair Michael Weaver amweaver@pacbell.net

Vocational Training Team Advisor Heather Frankle hfrankle@earthlink.net

DRF Peace Scholars Advisor Catherine Bonifant catherine.r.bonifant@gmail.com

FAR Region 1 Dan Giordano dgiordano@bak.rr.com

FAR Region 2 BJ Anderson bjdesign2000@aol.com

FAR Region 3 Susan Weaver shweaver@weavergroup.org

FAR Region 4 Jane Howard trainerjane46@charter.net

Document Retention Coordinator Scott Phillips scott@synergyinc.net

DRFC District Newsletter Editor Susan Weaver DRFC5240news@gmail.com

The District 5240 Foundation newsletter is published once a month and issued the 20th of 
the month.  Submission deadline for articles is the 15th of the month.   Submit articles to: 
DRFC5240news@gmail.com 
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